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Tabrez and Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi, and still more
refreshing and life-giving reflex]currents of thought
of the "Western Poets like Shelley, Emerson, Thoreau
and Goethe. His intellect was nourished primarily
on the Philosophy of Vedanta as interpreted by
Western criticism, and, as it seems later on, his study
of Vedanta was based primarily on the Philosophy of
Kant which he had mastered. He had read Hegel
and Spinoza. And his scientific proclivity of acknow-
ledging religion in the terms of actual practical life,
owes much to the study of the literature of evolution
written by Darwin and Haecfcel. Like a living
tree, he drew his food, so to say, from the literature
of the whole world, though he was deeply imbued
with the Illusion-Maya of the Indian Philosopher.
The apparent contradictions of the statements made
by him, all the more adorn his spiritual genius, and
this contradiction is the contradiction inherent in
life itself.
Life alone defines in its infinite self-contradiction
the Reality and its Self-Realisation. Our definitions
are all abortive, being intellectual justifications from
our relative standpoints which in themselves never
touch life but at one infinitesimal unknown point.
The contradictory statements made by poets, like
Swami Rama, do not come strictly under philosophy,
and no true philosophy can undertake to reconcile
their contradictions. Their ~self-con fcradictoriness in
itself is an evidence of an exalted self-realisation, or
as Miss E. Underbill puts it "it is proof of the
richness and balance of his spiritual experience."